History and Culture of the Andhras                                                                                                      ARTS
Several renowned musicians have contributed to the spread of karnatic music in Andhra.
Not only were they great performers, but were also devoted gurus who taught their disciples
with selfless love and affection. The earliest to gain such reputation in the entire South India
was Susarla Dakshina Murthy Sastry (1860-1922). Parupalli Ramakrishnaiah (1883-1952) was
a direct disciple of Susaria and was responible for training several students who were to
become famous later. M.Balamuralikrishna is one such whose traditional musical rendering
has always been sharpened by his own creative innovation. An equally erudite composer,
Balamuralikrishna has rightly earned a place of honour among the first-ranking musicians
of India today. Sripada Pinakapani, another great guru, has been honoured both for his
scholarship and his facile performances. Among others in the guru-$isya sampradaya, mention
must be made of Voleti Venkateswarlu, Srirangam Gopalaratnam, Nedunuri Krishna Murthy
and Nookala China Satyanarayana who earned a nation-wide recognition as musicians.
Musical Instruments
NatyaSastra classified musical instruments (vSdyas) into four types: 1. Stringed (tantri:
chordophones), 2. Wind (su$/ra : aerophones), 3. Percussion (avanaddha: membranophones)
and those struck against each other such as cymbals {ghana : autophones). The last are
time-keeping instruments and are the earliest.
Flute is another ancient instrument. The earlier flutes were direct flutes. The side blown
instruments came later.Prapancham Seetharam and N.S. Srinivasan have been popular flutists.
Initially mridanga, the most ancient drum, as the very name suggests, used to be made
out of clay. Gradually they came to be made out of wood and animal membrane. Several
Andhra artists have mastered this instrument. Aswadhati Rama Murthy in the early part of the
century, Kolanka Venkataraju, Dandamudi Rama Mohan Rao and Yelia Venkateswara Rao in
the present generation have earned wide acclamation for their art.
Veena also Is one of the most ancient musical instruments mentioned in Vedic and
post-Vedic literature. In Andhra stalwarts like Venkataramana Das, Tumurada Sangameswara
Sastry, Emani Sankara Sastry and his disciple Chitti Babu are some of the noted exponents
of Veena in the modern age. Even orchestra is found to be existent In ancient times. Bharata
mentioned at least four kinds of orchestra. Sarangadeva divided the orchestra into 3 main
heads. Even in the A/tereya Br&hmaqa we find references to the samuha gita accompanied
by different musical instruments like veena, venu and mridanga. Vocal music and instrumental
music have had a healthy interaction between each other from ancient times.
Hindustani Music
Though the Andhras naturally favoured Karnatic music and developed it, the influence
of Hindustani system of musks was also felt in some pockets of the Andhra territory -
mainly In the areas of the former Hyderabad state. Even the Coastal Andhra produced an emineht